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City of Woodinville of Jurisdiction Plan Annex 

Introduction  

The City of Woodinville is a small city located in King County, 

northeast of Seattle and Lake Washington. The city is surrounded 

by the larger cities of Kirkland, Bothell, and Redmond and is 

situated just north of the Sammamish River Valley. 

Woodinville is home to more than a hundred wineries, breweries, 

and distilleries and has a thriving economy consisting of a mix of 

tourism, retail, and light industrial. Known for its forested hillsides 

and wooded neighborhoods, the city also has a distinct, walkable 

downtown, a tourist district to the southeast, and an industrial 

district to the north. 

In addition to its status as a destination for winery events and live 

entertainment, Woodinville offers a variety of recreational facilities, 

including parks, trails, and sports fields. Visitors come to 

Woodinville from across the region to bicycle on the Sammamish 

River Trail and take part in the cityõs annual Celebrate Woodinville 

summer concert series and outdoor festival. 

Woodinville is well known for its agricultural roots due to its 

geographic proximity to working farms located along the 

Sammamish River Valley. Several prominent local businesses 

promote agricultural sustainability by catering to gardening 

enthusiasts or offering food for sale that is grown locally.  

The City of Woodinville provides direct services to residents, including the construction and maintenance of 

streets, parks, and surface water systems and planning, development, and building inspection services. Police 

services are provided by the City in partnership with the King County Sherriffõs Office. Water and sewer utilities 

are provided by the independently operated Woodinville Water 

District. Fire protection and emergency medical services are 

provided by Woodinville Fire & Rescue District. City facilities 

include four developed parks, synthetic turf sports fields, a 

community center, City Hall, and a public works operations shop. 

 

Development Trends 

The City of Woodinville has been steadily growing over the past 

decade. A significant portion of the central business district is 

currently being redeveloped and is bringing with it an increased 

supply of multifamily housing and retail services. An increase in 

density downtown helps mitigate some of the risks associated with 

severe and winter weather, as the City can more efficiently provide 

snow removal and other types of response services to a higher 

proportion of the population. New construction also reduces 

vulnerability to earthquakes, as a greater proportion of the cityõs 

population now lives in seismically resilient buildings. 

Jurisdiction Profile 

The City of Woodinville is a 

contract city with a Council-

Manager form of government 

located in King County, 

Washington. The population 

was 12,815 as of July 1, 2018. 

The City was incorporated 

March 31, 1993 and has 

geographical area of 5.65 

square miles. 

 

Jurisdiction Point of Contact:  

Name: Kevin OõNeill 

Title: Assistant to the City Manager 

Entity: City of Woodinville 

Phone: 425-877-2266 

Email: kevino@ci.woodinville.wa.us 

 

Plan Prepared By:  

Name:  Maia Knox 

Title: Management Analyst 

Entity: City of Woodinville 

Phone: 425-877-2267 

Email: maiak@ci.woodinville.wa.us 
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In addition to the growth occurring in the 

downtown area, Woodinvilleõs tourism district is 

also expanding. Several large multifamily and 

commercial projects are in early permitting phases, 

including a proposed six story hotel project that 

would be the tallest building within city limits.  

Elsewhere in town, Woodinville has experienced a 

steady flow of new subdivisions over the past ten 

years. The city is now reaching a point where much 

of the remaining land is encumbered by wetlands, 

making it difficult to develop. As noted in the 

Cityõs Comprehensive Plan, future residential 

growth is likely to occur in commercial areas in 

the form of multi-story mixed use development 

(Chapter 2-2). From a hazard mitigation 

perspective, there is some concern that as 

building heights increase, the risk of injuries and loss of human life resulting from severe earthquake damage may 

also increase. 

 

Jurisdiction Risk Summary  

Woodinville is vulnerable to a variety of natural and human-caused hazards. Most commonly, the city experiences 

severe weather, winter weather, and minor hazardous material spills. Less commonly, the city may experience 

moderate flooding, civil unrest, and public health emergencies. Although impacts from landslide, wildfire, and 

earthquake-related hazards have not occurred within past 20 years or more, the likelihood is high that such an 

incident will occur sometime in the future.  

Hazard Risk and Vulnerability Summary  

H AZARD HAZARD 

SUMMARY 
VULNERABILITY SUMMARY IMPACT SUMMARY 

Earthquake Several faults 
likely to produce a 
7.0 or greater 
magnitude 
earthquake are 
located within a 
100-mile radius, 
including the 
Southern Whidbey 
Fault and the 
Cascadia 
Subduction Zone. 

Woodinville is at risk to experience at 
least one major earthquake in the next 
50 years. Ground liquefaction would 
likely be severe in the low-lying 
industrial and downtown area and 
handling debris would be a significant 
challenge for the city. Water and energy 
supply, as well as major transportation 
routes such as SR 522, SR202, NE 
Woodinville-Duvall Road and North 
Woodinville Snohomish Road would 
likely be impacted. 

A 7.4 magnitude 
earthquake along the 
Southern Whidbey Fault 
would mean severe or 
violent shaking in 
Woodinville and could 
cause up to $331M in 
damage and result in 2 
million tons of debris. A 
9.0 magnitude Cascadia 
Subduction Zone 
earthquake could cause 
damage of up to $125B 
in King County. 

Flood 1.7% of the total 
land area of the 
city is within the 
100-year 
floodplain. The 

There are three structures in the 
floodplain, two residential and one 
commercial. There are five repetitive 
loss properties in the city. 
 

Historically, flooding has 
occurred along the 
banks of the 
Sammamish River and 
Little Bear Creek, 

Woodin Creek Village, a new 500+ unit multifamily development 

located in downtown Woodinville. 
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city has limited 
residential 
development; 
however, there are 
some industrial 
and commercial 
structures already 
present in the 
floodplain.  

primarily as a result of 
blocked and aging 
culverts. The most 
recent flood occurred in 
2007 and was the result 
of a tree interfering with 
a culvert under SR-522. 
As climate change and 
development changes 
the floodplain the city 
may be at a greater risk 
for floods resulting from 
heavy precipitation. 

Landslide The city has steep 
slopes and high 
land area to the 
west and low-lying 
area through the 
downtown area 
and along the 
Sammamish River. 
The eastern area 
rises and has steep 
slopes in the 
adjacent 
unincorporated 
King County. 

NE Woodinville Drive and Redmond-
Woodinville Rd NE/ SR 202 both run 
along steep slopes. These roads are key 
routes in and out of the city. Most of 
the cityõs development is concentrated 
in the low-lying areas, but there are a 
handful of residences on the hillsides 
that may be vulnerable to landslide. 

No major historical 
landslide impacts have 
been recorded. Three 
instances of failed 
culverts and retaining 
walls due to erosion/ 
land movement have 
required emergency 
repairs over the past five 
years. 

Severe 
Weather 

The city is not 
especially 
susceptible to 
tornados or 
drought, although 
the area does 
experience dry 
periods during the 
summer. Several 
high wind events 
typically occur in 
the fall and winter. 

Severe drought may impact agricultural 
areas just outside of the city and the 
local economy. Woodinville has 
numerous trees and above-ground 
power lines, which makes it vulnerable 
to power outages during wind storms. 

Wind storms cause 
power outages in various 
parts of the city 2-3 
times per year. New 
development will 
provide an opportunity 
to site power lines away 
from trees and may 
decrease the proportion 
of the population 
impacted. 

Severe 
Winter 
Weather 

Major snow 
events of more 
than 3 total 
accumulated 
inches happen 
only occasionally 
in this area. 

The city is vulnerable to snow storms 
because of their relative infrequency. 
Households may not be prepared to go 
without power for long stretches or 
have what they need to be able to 
navigate in snow. Given the 
infrequency of snow events, the City 
isnõt equipped to provide snow 
removal services in all areas of the City. 
There are a few developments in hilly 
areas that are more difficult to access in 
the snow. 

The city experienced 
two consecutive snow 
storms in February 2019 
totaling up to 15 inches 
in some neighborhoods. 
The storms closed City 
Hall for two days and 
schools for more than a 
week. Local travel was 
severely restricted. 
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Volcano The closest active 
volcanos are 
Glacier Peak (54 
miles northeast), 
Mt. Rainier (63 
miles southeast) 
and Mt. Baker, (73 
miles northeast). 

Due to area geography and distance 
from active volcanos, Woodinville is 
not particularly at risk. Mountains to 
the west of the closest volcano, Glacier 
Peak, will shield Woodinville from lava 
and lahar flows. The City may 
experience reduced air quality from ash 
fallout. 

In the event of a Mt. 
Rainier eruption, the 
regional economy will 
likely be impacted. 

Wildfire The city is 
positioned near 
the wildland-
urban interface, 
with low-density 
mature wooded 
neighborhoods 
directly to the east 
and north.  

The City has urban firefighting 
amenities and is serviced by a 
professional fire district with good 
response times. The Snoqualmie Valley 
acts as a firebreak between wooded 
areas to the east and the true wildland 
of the Cascades, reducing risk of a 
major wildfire making its way to 
Woodinville. The City may experience 
reduced air quality from large wildfires 
elsewhere. 

No wildfires have 
impacted the city in 
recent memory. Wildfire 
risk is increasing across 
the Puget Sound area 
due to warmer, dryer 
summers brought on by 
climate change. 

Civil 
Disturbance 

Woodinville is 
vulnerable to 
bombings, 
shootings, and 
violent protests.  

The city does not have federal 
buildings, landmarks, or large minority 
populations that are often targets for 
acts of mass violence. Gathering places 
include a movie theater, city hall, 
several supercenter-type stores, and 
Woodinville High School. In the 
summer, there are several outdoor 
concerts and a large festival downtown. 

The number of mass 
shootings has increased 
across the country.  

Cyber Attack Woodinville is 
vulnerable to 
cyber-attacks and 
hacking.  

The Olympic Pipeline runs through 
Woodinville and could potentially be a 
major utility target for cyber-attacks. 
Other potential targets may include 
energy, broadband, and natural gas 
utilities, as well as some regional 
corporate businesses and city 
governmentõs financial data and 
personal identifiable information. 

No history of major 
cyber-attacks to date. 
The City has taken 
precautions to secure its 
data and networks from 
ransomware and other 
types of malicious cyber-
attacks. 

Hazardous 
Materials 
Release 

Woodinville is 
vulnerable to 
hazardous 
material incidents 
including truck 
spills and illicit 
discharge into the 
stormwater 
system. 

Hazardous materials are conveyed 
along state and local roads in the city 
limits. The Woodinville Fire & Rescue 
District has primary responsibility for 
responding to haz-mat spills. The City 
responds to and regulates discharge of 
pollutants or hazardous materials into 
the stormwater system. A serious haz-
mat incident could occur if the 
Olympic Pipeline that runs through the 
city were to rupture or leak. 

Low to moderate impact 
hazardous material spill 
incidents occur on a 
regular basis, however 
there is no history of 
large-scale incidents.  

Public 
Health 
Emergency 

Any public health 
emergency 
impacting greater 
Seattle has the 

The city is located within a major 
metropolitan area, and less than 30 
miles from two international airports. 
There are a few large gathering places 

The most recent public 
health emergency has 
been Measles, which has 
threatened to impact the 
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potential to 
impact 
Woodinville. 

in the city which may facilitate the 
spread of disease. 

city. The movie theater 
in town and several 
near-by locations were 
thought to be possible 
contagion spots, 
although there havenõt 
been reports of residents 
catching the disease. 

Structure 
Fire 

Woodinville is 
vulnerable to 
structure fire. 

A full range of fire inspection and 
protection services are provided by 
Woodinville Fire & Rescue District. 
The Fire districtõs response times are 
on par with other fire departments in 
King County. 

The city has not 
experienced any major 
structure fires in recent 
memory. In May 2019, 
scrap metal at a recycling 
center just outside city 
limits caught fire and 
produced large 
quantities of smoke, 
temporarily impacting 
air quality. 

Terrorism Woodinville is 
vulnerable to 
terrorism. 

The city does not have federal 
buildings, landmarks, or large minority 
populations that are often targets for 
acts of mass violence. Gathering places 
include a movie theater, city hall, 
several supercenter-type stores, and 
Woodinville High School. In the 
summer, there are several outdoor 
concerts and a large festival downtown. 

Terrorism incidents, 
especially domestic 
terrorism incidents, are 
becoming more 
common. The city has 
never experienced a 
terrorism incident. 
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Hazard and Asset Overview Map s 
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Plan Update Process  

The City of Woodinville participated in the multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Planning process led by King 

County. Beginning in November 2018, City staff attended several planning workshops hosted by King County at 

the King County Emergency Operations Center in Renton and on Skype. These workshops included: 

¶ Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Kick-off Meeting - November 28, 2018 

¶ Regional Hazard Mitigation Planning Workshop: Risk Assessments ð December 13, 2018 

¶ Hazard Mitigation Planning Process Webinar: June 3, 2019 

¶ Hazard Mitigation Plan Annex Workshop: June 27, 2019 

The City initiated an internal planning process in early summer, holding a kick-off meeting with its multi-

departmental steering committee in June 2019. The purpose of this meeting was twofold: 1) to communicate 

expectations for the planning process and 2) to review the current Hazard Mitigation Plan and the Cityõs 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan in order to complete a high-level assessment of assets and evaluate 

which are potentially most at risk. As part of this assessment, staff considered both city-owned and community-

wide assets and considered the likely impact of a variety of hazards. A second Steering Committee meeting was 

held in July 2019 to discuss specific projects and strategies that should be incorporated into the Hazard Mitigation 

Plan update. Finally, all members of the Steering Committee individually reviewed and provided comments on the 

draft Plan. 

Public outreach around the Hazard Mitigation Plan 

update begin in July with the creation of a project 

webpage and an article in the Cityõs newsletter. In 

mid-August, the City partnered with the 

Woodinville Water District to engage with the 

public around Hazard Mitigation Planning at the 

annual Celebrate Woodinville Festival on August 

17, 2019. This opportunity was advertised on the 

Cityõs website and social media. Staff talked with 

more than 30 residents and visitors to share 

information about completed and proposed 

mitigation-related projects, collect feedback on 

valued community assets, and discuss ideas around 

possible alternative strategies. 

  
Hazard Mitigation public outreach at Celebrate Woodinville 


